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Session 1 — Faith on Fire in Corinth

Welcome to Corinth

Imagine stepping off a ship into a city louder and flashier
than Las Vegas, more crowded than New York, and as
diverse as TikTok’s For You page. You see sailors
unloading goods, athletes training for the Isthmian
Games, politicians making deals, merchants selling idols,
and priests leading people into marble temples. Gold
coins jingle, perfume hangs in the air, music spills out of

taverns, and voices shout in a dozen languages.




This is Corinth — the city where Paul planted a church.
For teens living there, temptation lurked on every street
corner. Corinth was famous for its wealth, sports, and
especially for its immorality. It was a place where fame
and pleasure ruled, and where living for Christ was a

radical choice.

Sound familiar? Your world may not have marble
temples, but it has its own idols — likes, followers, sports
glory, and the pressure to fit in. Corinth’s temptations
mirror today’s social media culture, high school hallways,
and Friday-night scenes. The good news: the same Jesus
who sustained the believers in Corinth can empower you

too.

The Church in the Furnace of Corinth

Corinth was a major crossroads of the Roman Empire,
rebuilt by Julius Caesar about a century before Paul
arrived. With harbors on both sides of the isthmus, it was
a trade capital. It also became a moral melting pot. Greek
philosophy, Roman law, Eastern mysticism, and every

vice imaginable found a home there.

Paul arrived after a rough stretch. In Acts 18 we read he

came “in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling” (1



Corinthians 2:3). He wasn’t a celebrity preacher with a
travel team and a book deal. He was a scarred missionary
who had been beaten, mocked, and chased from city to
city. Yet in Corinth, God gave him courage. He met
Priscilla and Aquila, worked making tents, and started

sharing the gospel.

Within months, a church sprang up — ordinary people
rescued out of extraordinary sin. Former idol-worshipers,
ex-slaves, merchants, and Roman citizens all gathered to

worship Jesus. This was a miracle in a city like Corinth.
Paul begins his letter:
“Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them

that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be

saints...” (1 Corinthians 1:2, KJV).

¥ Sanctified:

Right away Paul calls them §
“sanctified” — set apart, holy § Set apart by God and

— even though the rest of the ' changed by Him to live
letter will correct their ¢ more like Jesus—cleaned up ]
immaturity. Why? Because f

their identity was not in their

past but in Christ.



Key truths for teens:

1. Identity Comes First. Before dealing with behavior,
Paul affirms their identity. You are “in Christ.” This is

the root of everything else.

2. Unity Is Non-Negotiable. Corinth’s church was
divided by cliques (“I am of Paul,” “I am of Apollos”).

Paul insists Jesus is the only foundation (1 Corinthians

3:11).

3. God Uses Weakness. Paul didn’t show up with flash;
he showed up with faith. God’s power works best in

humble vessels.
For a teen today, these truths hit home:
« You're more than your social media bio.
« Don’t get caught in popularity cliques.
« God can use your small efforts in big ways.

When you think of Corinth, think “hot furnace.” Paul
writes like a builder instructing workers: use gold, silver,
and precious stones, not wood, hay, and stubble. What

survives fire? Not the flashy stuff but what’s solid.



Summary: Called to Be Saints

« Your Identity: You
belong to Jesus first —
not your school, your
sports team, your
online persona, or your

friend group.

e Your Mission: Live

holy lives in an unholy
world, shining like
lights in the dark.

« Your Unity: Don't let cliques or drama split the body
of Christ.

 Your Hope: God’s power shows up when you feel

weak or overlooked.

When Paul called the Corinthians “saints,” he wasn’t
flattering them. He was reminding them who they already
were in Christ. And that’s what this book — and this
session — is about: building a fireproof life and a fireproof

church by living out your true identity in Christ.



Application: Building Fireproof Faith

If Corinth were your school:

Half your friends would be chasing new trends.
« A few would be trying to “go viral” at any cost.
« Some would mock you for your faith.

« Others would secretly hope you’d show them

something real.

Paul’s message to you: you’re called to be
different — but together.

1. Living Set Apart. Being sanctified doesn’t mean
acting superior. It means letting Christ shape your

choices. Ask: “Will this action survive the fire?”

2. Unity Over Cliques. Whether it’s sports teams,
social groups, or youth group subgroups, remember
Jesus is the foundation. Guard your heart against

gossip, jealousy, and competition.

3. God’s Power in Weakness. You don’t have to be the
loudest Christian on campus. Sometimes the quiet,

faithful witness speaks louder than flashy words.



Practical ideas for teens:

« Start your day with Scripture before social media.
« Pray for classmates by name.
« Refuse to spread rumors.

« When pressured to compromise, remember your

identity.
« Invite a friend to youth group or church.

When you choose to live fireproof, you’re not just
protecting yourself. You're becoming a living example to
others. In Corinth, the believers’ faith turned heads. In

your world, it can do the same.

Activities & Discussion

Icebreaker: Show photos of cities like New York or Las
Vegas. Ask students: “Where would it be hardest to be a

Christian?” Transition: “That’s Corinth.”



Discussion Questions:
1. What’s one way Corinth was like our world today?

2. Why do you think Paul calls them saints before

correcting them?

3. What does “building with gold, silver, and precious

stones” look like in your life?
4. Where do you feel pressure to fit in at school or online?

5. How could you build unity in your youth group this

week?

Group Activity: Corinth Map. Show Corinth on a map of
Greece. Highlight the two harbors and temples. Ask: “If

you were Paul walking into this city, how would you feel?”

Unity Challenge: This week, intentionally reach out to
someone in your group you don’t know well. Pray with

them or simply encourage them.

Memory Puzzle: Write 1 Corinthians 1:2 on slips of
paper (one phrase per slip). Mix them up and have teens

put it back in order.



Memory Verse

1 Corinthians 1:2 (KJV):

“Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them
that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be

saints...”

Leader’s Note

Talk about what “sanctified” means: set apart for God’s

use. Encourage students to memorize it this week.

Prayer

“Lord Jesus, thank You for calling us to be saints in a world
that pulls us in every direction. Give us courage like Paul
had, unity like the early church, and a love that stands out.
Help our lives to be built of things that last forever. In Jesus’

name, Amen.”



Leader’s Notes

« Object Lesson: Bring two small items — one paper
(burns easily), one metal (endures fire). Talk about

which one you want your life to resemble.

« Reinforce Identity: Teens may feel shame or
insecurity. Emphasize Paul starts with identity

(“saints”) before behavior.

« Visual Aids: A photo of ruins of Corinth or the temple
of Apollo.

« Engagement Tip: Split students into two teams for

verse activities to build excitement and memorization.
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