RC2 — THE CHURCH EXPLORED

Online Christianity vs
The Gathered Church

Digital Resources Can Assist the Church,
But They Cannot Replace Covenant Life Together
Technology can distribute teaching, encourage believers, and support ministry.
But Scripture presents Christianity as embodied covenant life rooted in
gathered worship, fellowship, ordinances, discipleship, accountability, and
one another ministry within the local church under Christ.
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WHAT THE GATHERED CHURCH PROVIDES

Hebrews 10:24-25

“And let us consider one
another to provoke unto love
and to good works: Not
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Online resources may help you learn.
The church helps you live.
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HOW CHRIST FORMS HIS PEOPLE
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things, which is the head,
even Christ: From whom the
whole body fitly joined
together and compacted by
that which every joint
supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the
measuring every part,
maketh increase of the body
unto the edifying of itself
in love.”

John 13:34-35

“A new commandment | give
unto you, That ye love one
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Digital tools may assist this process by providing teaching, encouragement,
and resources — but they cannot replace embodied covenant life.
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QUICK COMPARISON % KEY TRUTHS

ASPECT GATHERED CHURCH @ Christianity is embodied covenant life.
W Authority Christ @ Christ gathers His people together.
3%  Relationship Embodied and c | @ Online teaching can supplement discipleship.
d Growth Through shared life ° Digital resources cannot replace the church.
AR\ Ministry Participatory @ Believers need shepherding and fellowship.
r'“ Worship Gathered and visible ° The church visibly represents
@ Witness Kingdom community Christ’s Kingdom.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Technology can assist Christian growth, but Christ did not
establish an online audience. He established a gathered
covenant people who worship, serve, grow, and bear
witness together under His reign.
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love one to another.”

THE BIBLICAL PICTURE
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A gathered people, under Christ,
living, serving, and growing together
in love and truth.
(Ephesians 4:1-16)

TEACHER NOTE

Use this handout to help learners think carefully about the relationship
between digital ministry and the gathered church. Emphasize that
online resources may strengthen believers, but they cannot replace
embodied worship, covenant fellowship, shepherding, and

one another ministry.
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