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Gifts and Shared Ministry

Christ Equips Every Believer to Strengthen the Body

RC2 HANDOUT 6

FIREPROOF
STUDIES

ROOTED IN TRUTH.

BUILT FOR THE CHURCH.
o The church is not built through passive spectatorship. Christ strengthens

His people through shared ministry, spiritual gifts, encouragement, service,
teaching, mercy, hospitality, prayer, and faithful participation within the
body of Christ.

HOW CHRIST BUILDS HIS CHURCH

For Classroom Use
and Personal Study

SPECTATOR CHRISTIANITY

VS SHARED MINISTRY

SPECTATOR BIBLICAL I..I Ephesians 4:11-16
MODEL MINISTRY “And he gave some, apostles;
TEACHING and some, prophets; and some,
PS * Truth evangelists; and some, pastors
Passive Vs. :‘% Ac_ti-ve_ * Wisdom and teachers; For the perfecting
ﬁ Attendance Participation * Discipleship of the saints, for the work of the
' * Encouragement (] ministry, for the edifying of the
ﬂ body of Christ..."
'@ Consumer . & sensant LEADERSHIP
e ¢ Mindset O Moo o Helps w « Equipping 1 Corinthians 12:12-27
L Mercy y 2 Sh?pherding “For as the body is one, and hath
° * Hospitality CHRIST ? Gundanf:e many members, and all the
o Ministryby @ @ \inistry by ¢ Care THE HEAD s Protection members of that one body,
] Professionals “ the Body o hanihe being many, are one body:
whole body, joined so also is Christ.”
and knit together
by what every (3 X
6 Celebrity o Christ-Contered joint supplies. "‘ Romans 12:4-8
Culture Service (Eph. 4:16) “F h b
ENCOURAGEMENT SHARED “For a5 we have many members
PARTICIPATION in one body, and all members
« Strengthening § O Bodky have not the same office: So
@ TSI \' d T . gomfort : « Many Members tNe, b?|ng many, are one body
+ Burden Bearing « Shared Responsibility in Christ, and every one
* Prayer + Covenant Life members one of another.”
i lsolaion . ﬁ;’x‘w A MATURE BODY @ 1 Peter 4:10
UNDER CHRIST “As every man hath received

the gift, even so minister the
same one to another, as good
stewards of the manifold
grace of God.”

Built up in love and truth,
for His glory.
(Eph. 4:15)

HOW THE BODY GROWS
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Galatians 6:2

“Bear ye one another’'s burdens,
and so fulfil the law of Christ.”
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CHRIST EQUIPS  BELIEVERS SERVE THE BODY STRENGTHENS ~UNITY DEEPENS ~ MATURITY DEVELOPS ~ THE CHURCH
Christ gives gifts  Every member uses Ministry builds up the We grow together We are formed into the BEAR§ WITNESS
and grace to their gifts to serve church in love and in understanding likeness of Christ. A uv'nﬁed church
His people. one another. faithfulness. and love. proclaims the Gospel
to the world.
QUICK COMPARISON W KEY TRUTHS THE BIBLICAL PICTURE
22 SHARED MINISTRY @ Every believer participates in ministry.
1. potree Christ @ Christ equips His church through
2&% Participants Every believer many members.
@ Purpose Strengthen the body @ spiritual gifts exist for edification.
(? Leadership Eduipping nd shepherdling @ Leaders equip the saints for ministry. : . 3 . ]
3 @ Shared service strengthens unity. 3\eachipart coesiits\work,
ﬁﬁ Result Spiritual maturity the body grows and builds itself up
@ The church grows through covenant in love under Christ the Head.
@ Witness Unified Kingdom life participation.

(Ephesians 4:16)

THE BOTTOM LINE

Christ does not build His church through passive
spectators. He strengthens His people through
shared ministry, faithful service, spiritual gifts,
encouragement, teaching, and covenant
participation within the body of Christ.

TEACHER NOTE

Use this handout to help learners understand that ministry
belongs to the whole body of Christ. Emphasize that every
believer has a role in strengthening, serving, encouraging,

and building up the church under Christ’s leadership.
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