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——— The Church as a Visible Witness to the Reign of Christ ——
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Help teachers and group leaders

explain the church’s identity as L oM AT + CHRIST REIGNS OVER HIS CHURCH
-t Y + OF THE CHURCH USE THIS:

Christ's Kingdom people, the . % w The church exists under

church's relationship to the % Lt now, ) Articles === His authority.

world, and how believers visibly < e chich bolcogsito Seother Kingdom: Key Passages

= « Believers are citizens of Heaven. Kingdom Visuals

represent Christ's reign together.

« The church visibly represents Christ.
THE CHURCH BELONGS TO

BIG IDEA P KEY EMPHASIS: The church belongs to Christ's Kingdom. ANOTHER KINGDOM
Believers are citizens of
P Heaven.
The church is not merely a TEACH THE EMBASSY IMAGERY
gathering of individuals with
priiato bokelaSoripture « Embassies represent another nation. USE THIS:
presents the church as a TNy = ey operste under another authority.  Embesey of HOLINESS SUPPORTS WITNESS
visible people called out of the H H Shihay vishly Sisplay am‘her,ct‘hme' the gedom The church displays Christ
eswessmmms °* 1he church represents Christ's Visual

world and gathered under the through transformed living.

reign in the world.

authority of Christ to represent

His Kingdom through worship, p KEY EMPHASIS: The church is a visible outpost of
holiness, truth, love, and witness. Christ's Kingdom. +
WORSHIP IS PUBLIC WITNESS
+2:. "\ WHAT THIS SESSION 9 CONNECT HOLINESS TO @ @@ Gathered worship visibly
%ih BUILDS UPON KINGDOM WITNESS USE THIS: MR . ocioims Christs reign.
* Holiness, truth, love, worship, Articles

From Leader Sheets 1-4: obedience, and distinctiveness. fr

* The church is gathered by Christ. « The church bears witness not only s

« Christianity is covenant life « through proclamation, but through . THE CHURCH REPRESENTS

together. transformed ffe together @ =@ CHRIST TOGETHER
» Worship forms believers. P KEY EMPHASIS: The church displays the reign of ..‘ Beliovars boarwithons
* Mission flows from gathered life. Christ visibly.

corporately, not merely

2 . v individually.
This Session Expands: ADDRESS MODERN CONFUSIONS i
+ Kingdom identity. USE THIS:

T ahurch biic wit + Political reductionism = 3
» The church as c witness. ; q
R « Cultural accommodation Discussion “2) ) COMMON CONFUSIONS
« Holiness and distinctiveness. e s )
« Isolated spirituality tarters

« Living as ambasadors of Christ.

« Consumer Christianity Examples Q “The church is mainly political.”
The church belongs first to Christ’s
FOUNDATIONAL }) KEY EMPHASIS: The church bears witness to Kingdom.
another Kingdom.
SCRES 0 “Christianity is private spirituality.”
« Philippians 3:20 e TEACH THE CHURCH AS Scripture presents the church as a
« 1Peter 2:9-12 I A PUBLIC PEOPLE USE THIS: visible covenant people.
* 2 Corinthians 5:20 o . o X
p Ephe;ian; 219-22 . Worshisyse public witness Articles 0 “Witness only means evangelism.”
« Matthew 5:13-16 . ‘ : V's'.ble felovrsip and °'d'"°"c?s Visuals The church witnesses through worship,
 Ticlnsss mercy end proclamation Key Passages holiness, truth, love, and proclamation.
* Gospel identity together
—Q PRINCIPLE P KEY EMPHASIS: The church visibly proclaims o "“The church should mirror the world.”
AL Christ together. The church is called to distinctiveness
The church is Christ's embassy APPLY PRACTICALLY under Christ.
in the world—representing His 0 USE THIS:
Kingdom, displaying His reign, &i « Live as citizens of Christ's Kingdom. 0 “Kingdom identity means withdrawal
and bearing witness to the « Practice holiness and integrity. Application from society.”
Gospel through gathered life . Worshilp faithfully and publicly. Ideas The church engages the world faithfully
and holy living. « Bear witness through love and truth. Handouts 3 3 1
One Lord. One Kingdom. « Represent Christ well in everyday life. while belonging to another Kingdom.
One People. One Mission. P KEY EMPHASIS: We are ambassadors of Christ's

Kingdom in the worid.

AR RECOMMENDED VISUALS #2% DISCUSSION QUESTIONS @‘ APPLICATION FOCUS
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Embassy of the Kingdom @ What does it mean for the church to

.
« Worship -+ Formation -+ Mission belong to Christ’s Kingdom? ° Live as citizens of Christ's Kingdom. * Pray for holiness within the church.
* The Gathered Church © How s the church like an embassy? @ Practice holiness and integrity. * Pray for faithful Gospel witness.
: el : Why does holiness strengthen .
C g°||'."952-h D"?'P'me, aanh Restoration (2] b gt gt @ Worship faithfully and publicly. « Pray for courage and wisdom.
+ Online Christianity vs The r B g : -
St Crardh (4] How can churchfs unintentionally @ Bear witness through love and truth, * Pray for unity under Christ.
mirror the world? * Pray for the advance of
What are practical ways believers ° Represent Christ well in everyday life.

represent Christ publicly? Christ’s Kingdom.

@ Why is worship itself a form of witness?

@) NEXT STEPS

+ Continue with RC2 Leader Shoet6. CHRIST GATHERS HIS PEOPLE
+ Reviow the Embaasy of the Kingdom visual. - ===~
+ Discuss practical ways to live as A4S CITIZEXS OF 3IS KINGDOM

Kingdom witnesses.
+ Encourage perticipation and

TO WORSHIP HIM, DISPLAY HIS REIGN,

: :Te;)cdgnh:}:imd;ii:i:&gdomcemm AND BEAR WITNESS IN THE WORLD.




