
Household, Temple, and Holy Nation 
The New Testament describes the church through a rich collection of images, each illuminating 
a different aspect of the people God is forming through Christ. Some images emphasize 
worship. Others highlight covenant belonging, holiness, shared life, or dependence upon God. 
Together they form a theological portrait of the church far deeper than modern assumptions 
often allow. The church is not merely an audience gathered around religious content, nor 
simply an institution preserving doctrine across generations. Scripture consistently portrays the 
church as a people being formed together into something living, holy, and ordered under the 
reign of God.


Among the most significant images used throughout the New Testament are those of 
household, temple, and holy nation. These images are deeply interconnected. Each points 
beyond isolated spirituality toward a visible covenant people joined together under God’s 
presence and authority. And each pushes directly against the modern tendency to imagine 
Christianity primarily in individual terms.


Paul writes in Ephesians 2 that believers are “no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God.” This image of the household 
carries profound implications. A household is not merely a crowd occupying the same building 
temporarily. A household involves belonging, responsibility, order, relationship, inheritance, 
care, and shared identity under one head. Scripture therefore presents the church not as a 
loose association of independent spiritual individuals, but as a covenant family gathered 
together under the Fatherhood of God.


This language becomes especially significant in a fragmented world increasingly marked by 
isolation and instability. Modern people often drift between temporary affiliations and 
consumer-driven relationships lacking enduring covenant identity. Even churches sometimes 
unintentionally mirror this instability, functioning more like rotating audiences than households 
rooted in shared life together. But the New Testament consistently portrays believers as people 
who belong to one another because they belong first to Christ.


The household image also emphasizes order. Households possess structure, responsibility, 
and care. Paul describes the church as “the house of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” The church is entrusted with preserving and 
proclaiming the truth of the Gospel within the world. This is one reason the apostles speak 
repeatedly about leadership, teaching, correction, discipleship, and mutual responsibility within 
the gathered church. The household of God is not chaotic or self-defining. It lives under the 
authority of Christ through His Word.


Yet the church is not merely a household. Scripture also describes believers as a temple being 
built together by God Himself. Paul declares in Ephesians that believers are “built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.” 
Peter similarly describes Christians as “living stones” being built up into a spiritual house. 
These temple images carry immense theological weight because throughout Scripture the 
temple represented the dwelling place of God among His people.


Under the old covenant, God’s presence was associated visibly with the tabernacle and later 
the temple in Jerusalem. These structures stood at the center of Israel’s worship because they 
symbolized God dwelling among His covenant people. Yet the New Testament announces 
something astonishing: through Christ and the Holy Spirit, God now dwells among His people 
themselves. The church collectively becomes the dwelling place of God.




This temple imagery reinforces the profoundly corporate nature of the church. Individual 
believers certainly belong to God personally, but Peter does not describe Christians as isolated 
stones scattered randomly across a field. Believers are built together into one spiritual house. 
The church is something God Himself is constructing through the Gospel. This means 
Christians are not merely gathered near one another temporarily. They are joined together into 
a holy structure ordered around Christ Himself as the cornerstone.


The image also emphasizes holiness. Temples belong to God. They are set apart for His 
worship and glory. The church therefore cannot define itself primarily according to the 
surrounding culture’s values, priorities, or moral assumptions. The people of God are called 
into holiness because God Himself dwells among them. Paul’s warnings to the Corinthians 
about division, immorality, and corruption become especially serious precisely because the 
church is God’s temple. The gathered people of God are not spiritually neutral ground.


At the same time, the temple imagery also points toward worship. Temples exist fundamentally 
as places where God is honored, praised, and approached reverently. The church gathers 
before God because the church exists first as a worshiping people. Long before the church 
becomes an institution, a mission strategy, or a cultural presence, the church stands before 
God in worship, prayer, thanksgiving, confession, and praise. Worship remains central because 
the people of God exist ultimately for the glory of God Himself.


The third image, that of a holy nation, adds still another dimension to the church’s identity. 
Peter draws directly from the covenant language originally spoken to Israel in Exodus when he 
describes believers as “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people.” This language does not erase the historical reality of Israel, nor does it collapse all 
distinctions between covenants simplistically. Rather, Peter emphasizes that through Christ, 
God is gathering a covenant people from many nations under one King.


This image is especially important because modern readers often misunderstand the biblical 
meaning of nationhood. In contemporary usage, a nation is usually imagined primarily as a 
political state with defined borders, centralized governments, and territorial sovereignty. But the 
biblical concept is broader and more covenantal. Scripture consistently recognizes peoples, 
tribes, tongues, and nations as human communities possessing shared identity, heritage, and 
belonging. The church therefore becomes a holy nation not because it replaces earthly states 
politically, but because it is a covenant people gathered together under the reign of Christ from 
among all peoples.


Pentecost itself visibly demonstrates this reality. Jews from many nations hear the mighty 
works of God proclaimed in their own languages as the Spirit forms one people under the 
exalted Christ. Revelation later describes the redeemed gathered from every tribe, tongue, 
people, and nation before the throne of God. The church therefore displays a unity deeper than 
ethnicity, politics, class, or culture. Believers become one holy nation because they share one 
Lord, one Spirit, and one covenant identity in Christ.


This holy nation imagery also reinforces the church’s public witness before the world. Nations 
display collective identity visibly. The church therefore bears witness not merely through 
individual spirituality, but through the visible life of the gathered people of God. The world sees 
something of the Kingdom of Christ whenever believers worship together, forgive one another, 
bear burdens together, pursue holiness together, and live in reconciled fellowship under Christ.


All three images — household, temple, and holy nation — ultimately converge around the same 
central truth: God is forming a visible covenant people for His own glory through Jesus Christ. 
The church is not merely an accidental gathering of religious individuals pursuing private 



spiritual growth independently of one another. The church is the people among whom God 
dwells, whom God orders, and through whom God bears witness to His Kingdom in the world.


This reality carries enormous implications for modern Christians. It means church life cannot be 
reduced to occasional attendance, passive consumption, or detached participation. 
Households require belonging. Temples require holiness and worship. Nations require shared 
identity and covenant loyalty. The images Scripture uses for the church consistently move 
believers away from isolated spirituality and toward embodied life together under the reign of 
Christ.


At the same time, these images also provide deep comfort and stability. In a fragmented world 
marked by loneliness, confusion, and instability, believers are not left spiritually homeless. 
Through Christ, Christians become members of the household of God, stones within the 
temple of God, and citizens of a holy nation under the reign of the risen King. The church exists 
because God Himself is gathering, building, and sustaining a people for His glory until Christ 
returns.
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