Holiness, Discipline, and Restoration

Few subjects make modern Christians more uncomfortable than church discipline. In many
churches, the subject is avoided almost entirely except in moments of crisis or public scandal.
Some believers associate discipline only with harshness, control, or spiritual abuse. Others
assume holiness belongs strictly to private morality disconnected from the shared life of the
church. Yet the New Testament consistently treats holiness, correction, restoration, and
accountability as ordinary dimensions of covenant life together under Christ. The church is not
merely a gathering of individuals pursuing private spirituality side by side. The church is a holy
people being formed together under the reign of God.

This begins with the character of God Himself. Throughout Scripture, holiness is not presented
as an optional advanced stage of spirituality reserved for unusually devoted believers. God
repeatedly calls His people to holiness because He Himself is holy. Peter echoes the language
of Leviticus directly when he writes, “Be ye holy; for | am holy.” Holiness therefore belongs to
the identity of the church itself. The people of God are called out of darkness into the light of
Christ and are continually being conformed to His likeness.

Modern culture often treats freedom as autonomy without restraint. Holiness is therefore
frequently misunderstood as repression, legalism, or the denial of authentic human life.
Scripture presents the opposite vision. Sin does not liberate humanity; it corrupts and
enslaves. Holiness is not the destruction of humanity, but its restoration under the reign of
Christ. The church pursues holiness not because God delights in restriction for its own sake,
but because God is forming a people who reflect His character and participate rightly in His
Kingdom.

This pursuit of holiness is deeply personal, but it is never merely individual. The New Testament
repeatedly treats holiness as something belonging to the gathered life of the church. Paul
warns entire congregations about tolerating sin within the body. Hebrews exhorts believers to
pursue holiness together. James commands Christians to confess faults one to another and
pray for one another. Again and again, the apostles assume that believers live visibly enough
within one another’s lives for encouragement, correction, accountability, and restoration to
occur naturally within the covenant community.

This is one reason the New Testament speaks so frequently about exhortation. Christians are
commanded to exhort one another daily lest any become hardened through the deceitfulness
of sin. Sin rarely thrives best in open light. Isolation often strengthens temptation precisely
because hiddenness weakens accountability and encouragement. The church therefore serves
as a means through which believers help one another persevere faithfully under Christ.

This mutual responsibility stands in sharp contrast to both legalistic control and radical
individualism. The New Testament does not authorize churches to become systems of invasive
domination over every aspect of personal life. Nor does it permit believers to live entirely
detached from meaningful accountability within the body. Instead, Scripture presents the
church as a covenant people practicing truth, holiness, correction, patience, mercy, and
restoration together under Christ.

The goal of discipline in Scripture is therefore not humiliation, punishment, or institutional
protection. The goal is restoration.

Jesus Himself outlines a process of correction in Matthew 18 beginning privately and moving
outward only when necessary. Even the most serious forms of discipline are presented as
efforts to call wandering believers back toward repentance and reconciliation. Paul’s



instructions concerning discipline in Corinth ultimately aim toward restoration rather than
destruction. The church acts not as a vindictive court protecting organizational image, but as a
covenant people grieving over sin while seeking the restoration of those caught within it.

This restorative purpose matters enormously because churches can easily distort discipline
into something deeply unhealthy. Some churches have weaponized discipline through
manipulation, public humiliation, authoritarian control, or spiritual intimidation. Such abuses
represent profound betrayals of Christ’s character. Scripture repeatedly warns shepherds
against domineering the flock. Correction severed from humility, gentleness, patience, and love
becomes spiritually destructive rather than restorative.

Yet the opposite error proves equally dangerous. Many modern churches avoid discipline
altogether because confrontation itself feels uncomfortable or culturally unacceptable. Sin is
tolerated indefinitely in the name of kindness, while accountability gradually disappears from
the life of the church altogether. But indifference toward sin is not genuine love. The New
Testament repeatedly connects holiness with love precisely because sin destroys individuals,
families, churches, and communities. To ignore destructive sin entirely is not mercy. It is
abandonment.

Paul’s imagery in 1 Corinthians 5 illustrates this seriousness vividly when he warns that “a little
leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” Sin within the church is never merely private because the
church itself is one body. What affects one member eventually affects others. This is why
Scripture treats holiness as both personal and corporate. The church bears responsibility not
only for proclaiming the Gospel verbally, but also for displaying the transforming power of the
Gospel visibly through its shared life together.

At the same time, the New Testament continually balances correction with gentleness and
humility. Paul instructs believers restoring the fallen to do so “in the spirit of meekness;
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” Christians approach restoration not as morally
superior people condemning failures from a distance, but as sinners themselves dependent
entirely upon the grace of God. The church is not a gathering of perfected people maintaining
appearances of righteousness. The church is a people being sanctified through repentance,
grace, truth, and the ongoing work of the Spirit.

This distinction protects the church from both self-righteousness and despair. Holiness does
not require pretending believers no longer struggle with weakness, temptation, or failure. The
New Testament openly records the failures of churches, apostles, and ordinary Christians alike.
Peter himself required public correction at Antioch. Corinth struggled with division, immorality,
pride, and disorder. The churches of Revelation received sharp rebukes from Christ Himself.
Yet Scripture repeatedly calls believers toward repentance and restoration because Christ
continues sanctifying His people through His Spirit.

Confession therefore occupies an important place within healthy church life. Modern people
often fear vulnerability because contemporary culture frequently weaponizes weakness. Yet the
church should become one place where repentance, confession, and restoration can occur
honestly under grace. James commands believers to confess faults one to another and pray
for one another because healing often occurs when sin is brought into the light rather than
hidden endlessly beneath appearances.

This does not mean churches should cultivate unhealthy oversharing, performative
vulnerability, or public exposure of private struggles unnecessarily. Wisdom, discretion, and
proper boundaries remain important. But the church cannot function as a community of healing
if everyone remains permanently hidden behind spiritual performance and self-protection. The



Gospel itself announces forgiveness through Christ. The church therefore becomes a place
where sinners are continually called toward repentance, grace, and transformation together.

Holiness also shapes the church’s public witness before the world. The church does not
proclaim merely abstract moral principles. The church displays the reign of Christ through the
visible life of the gathered people of God. Jesus declared that the world would know His
disciples through their love for one another. Peter exhorts believers to live honorably among the
Gentiles so that even unbelievers may glorify God through observing their conduct. The church
therefore bears witness not only through preaching, but through holiness, reconciliation,
forgiveness, and restored relationships under Christ.

This witness becomes especially important in a fragmented and cynical age. Many people have
encountered religious hypocrisy so frequently that they assume holiness itself must be false or
impossible. Churches that tolerate corruption openly while protecting appearances reinforce
this cynicism deeply. Yet churches marked by humble repentance, truthful confession, genuine
restoration, and visible transformation bear witness to the power of the Gospel in ways mere
religious performance never can.

Ultimately, holiness, discipline, and restoration belong together because the church is the
people among whom God dwells through His Spirit. Christ is not merely gathering individuals
who privately affirm certain doctrines. He is forming a holy people for His own possession. And
because He loves His church, He continually calls His people away from sin and deeper into
truth, grace, holiness, and life together under His reign until He returns.
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