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ABOUT FIREPROOF
STUDIES

About Fireproof Studies

Fireproof Studies exists to provide interconnected
theological resources centered upon Christ,
Scripture, and the life of the church.

Rather than treating theology as isolated articles,
disconnected lessons, or scattered ministry
content, Fireproof Studies organizes biblical
teaching into connected Resource Clusters built
around major doctrines, biblical themes, and
redemptive events.

Each Resource Cluster may include:

 glossary entries,

» theological articles,

« visual theology resources,

» study guides,

» lesson materials,

« downloadable tools,

 and future curriculum pathways.

The goal is not merely to produce more content.



The goal is to build durable theological
infrastructure that helps believers:

« understand Scripture more clearly,
« connect biblical themes coherently,
» teach doctrine faithfully,

« and grow in maturity in Christ.

The Resource Cluster Model

Every Resource Cluster is designed as a layered
theological learning system.

Rather than approaching doctrine as isolated
information, each cluster connects:

« definitions,

« articles,

e visuals,

» Scripture studies,

» and teaching resources
into one navigable framework.

This structure allows readers to move:

« from simple definitions,



» to deeper theological study,
» to practical application,

while remaining grounded in Scripture and
centered upon Christ.

The system is intentionally designed for:

» personal study,

« discipleship,

« Sunday School,

+ pastoral teaching,

» family worship,

« and church education.



The Fireproof Studies Glossary

The Fireproof Studies glossary serves as the
doctrinal foundation of the Resource Cluster
system.

These entries are not intended merely as dictionary
definitions.

Each glossary entry functions as:
» atheological anchor,
» ateaching hub,

« and a pathway into deeper study.

Definitions connect directly to:

related doctrines,
e articles,

Scripture themes,
» and broader theological discussions.

The goal is clarity, coherence, and biblical
faithfulness.



Our Theological Aim

Fireproof Studies seeks to teach Scripture:

« carefully,

 Christ-centeredly,

» pastorally,

« and with deep respect for the unity of the
biblical narrative.

We believe theology should:

» strengthen the church,

» deepen worship,

» encourage holiness,

» and increase confidence in the truthfulness
of God’s Word.

The purpose of doctrine is not merely argument.
The purpose of doctrine is faithful knowledge of

God leading to worship, obedience, and hope in
Christ.

About This Resource Cluster



This guide belongs to:

Resource Cluster One

The Launch of the Church

Wind in the Sails: Pentecost and the Mission of
Christ

This cluster explores:

+ Pentecost,

 the Holy Spirit,

» the formation of the church,

» the expansion of the Gospel,

« and the unity of God’s people in Christ.

The guiding image of the cluster is simple:

Before Pentecost, the church was like a ship
prepared carefully in dry dock by Christ Himself.

At Pentecost, the Spirit filled the sails, and the
church launched outward into the nations.
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SECTION 1

How to Use This Guide

Welcome to the first Fireproof Studies Resource
Cluster Companion.

This guide is designed to help you move through a
connected theological study of Pentecost, the Holy
Spirit, and the formation of the church. Rather than
presenting isolated lessons or disconnected
articles, this study follows a layered approach in
which doctrines, Scriptures, visuals, articles, and
study resources work together to build a coherent
understanding of the subject.

The goal is not merely to gather information, but to
help believers see how the themes of Scripture
connect together in Christ.

What Is a Resource Cluster?

A Resource Cluster is a theological learning system
built around one major biblical doctrine, event, or
theme.

Each cluster may include:



» glossary entries,

» long-form articles,

« visual theology graphics,

» study guides,

» worksheets,

» lesson plans,

« videos,

« sSermon companions,

« and downloadable teaching tools.

All of these materials are interconnected and
organized around one central theological

framework.

This guide accompanies the Resource Cluster:

The Launch of the Church

Wind in the Sails: Pentecost and the Mission of
Christ



How This Guide Is Organized

This guide progresses through five major
movements:

1. Christ Prepares His Church

We begin by examining how Christ gathered
and prepared His people before Pentecost.

2. Pentecost and the Coming of the Spirit

We study the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in
Acts 2 and the meaning of Pentecost.

3. One Spirit, One Church
We trace how the Gospel expanded from Jews,
to Samaritans, to Gentiles through one Spirit
and one body.

4. The Church as New Creation

We examine the church as the beginning of
God’s renewed humanity in Christ.

5. Why Pentecost Still Matters



We conclude by considering what Pentecost
means for the church today.

Using the Glossary

Throughout this guide, key theological terms
connect to the Fireproof Studies glossary.

These definitions are designed to function as:

« doctrinal anchors,
 study references,
« and pathways into deeper theological study.

Important terms in this cluster include:

» Pentecost

« Church

» Holy Spirit

» Tongues

« Baptism of the Spirit
« Kingdom of God

» Apostle

* New Creation

The glossary is not merely a dictionary. It is part of
a larger theological framework designed to help
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believers connect biblical themes together
coherently.

Using the Visual Resources

This Resource Cluster also includes downloadable
visual theology resources designed to accompany
the study guide.

These visuals are not decorative additions. They
are teaching tools created to help clarify:

« chronology,

» covenantal progression,

» doctrinal relationships,

 and the expansion of the church throughout
Acts.

The visual resources connected to this cluster
include diagrams and charts exploring:

« Pentecost and the nations,

e Acts 2, 8, and 10,

« one Spirit and one body,

 the progression from Matthew to John to
Acts,

« and the outward expansion of the Gospel.
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These visuals may be used for:

personal study,
classroom teaching,
sermon preparation,
discipleship,

and group discussion.

The downloadable resources connected to this

cluster are available through Fireproof Studies

online.

Take time to study the visuals carefully alongside
the Scriptures and articles connected to this guide.

Suggested Study Method

This guide can be used:

individually,

in family study,

in Sunday School,

in small groups,

or in leadership training.

For best results:



Read the Scripture passages carefully.
Work through each section slowly.
Study the visuals alongside the text.

oD~

Use the glossary entries when unfamiliar

terms appear.

5. Discuss the reflection questions honestly
and thoughtfully.

6. Follow the connected articles online for

deeper study.

The Central Image of This
Cluster

The governing image of this study is simple:

The church before Pentecost was like a newly
constructed ship in dry dock: assembled
carefully by Christ Himself, but not yet
launched into the world.

At Pentecost, the Spirit filled the sails, and the
church was sent outward into the nations.

Christ builds the church.

The Spirit empowers the church.



The Gospel sends the church into the world.

That is the story of Pentecost.

And that is the beginning of the church’s mission
until Christ returns.



SECTION 2
Cluster Overview

The Launch of the Church

Wind in the Sails: Pentecost and the Mission of
Christ

The story of the church did not begin suddenly in
Acts 2 as though God created a completely
disconnected institution out of nothing.

Neither did the church simply exist in its completed
New Testament form throughout Christ’s earthly
ministry.

The New Testament presents a more beautiful and
coherent picture.

- Christ gathered His disciples.

- Christ taught them.

- Christ formed them into a covenant people.

- Christ entrusted them with the Gospel of the
Kingdom.

- Christ promised the coming of the Holy
Spirit.



Then, after His death, resurrection, and ascension,
Christ publicly launched and empowered His
church at Pentecost through the outpouring of the
Spirit.

The church therefore was:

» prepared during Christ’s earthly ministry,

« launched at Pentecost,

» and progressively developed through
apostolic teaching and covenantal
expansion.

This cluster explores that progression.

The Church Before Pentecost

One of the central mistakes Christians often make
is treating Pentecost as though the church
suddenly appeared without preparation.

Yet long before Acts 2:
« Christ had gathered disciples,
» appointed apostles,

« instituted discipline,
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« preached the Kingdom,

» entrusted authority,

« established ordinances,

« and prepared a visible covenant people
around Himself.

At the same time, something was still incomplete.

The Spirit had not yet been publicly poured out.
The church had not yet been empowered for
worldwide witness.

The Gospel had not yet expanded visibly to the
nations.

The new covenant community had not yet been
publicly launched.

The church existed in preparation.

Pentecost would become its great public
inauguration.

The Ship in Dry Dock

The governing image of this cluster is that of a ship
waiting in dry dock.

Imagine a great vessel under construction:
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« every beam carefully placed,

» every sail prepared,

» every rope secured,

» every plank assembled by the builder.

The ship is real.

The ship exists.

The ship belongs to its maker.

But it has not yet launched.

That image captures the church before Pentecost.
Christ Himself built the church during His earthly
ministry. He gathered the material, prepared the
apostles, taught the disciples, and established the
foundation upon which the church would stand.
Then came Pentecost.

The Spirit descended.

The sails filled.

And the church launched outward into the nations.

This image helps preserve two truths at once:

12



« the church did not suddenly appear without
preparation,
» yet Pentecost still marks a true beginning.

Why Pentecost Matters

Pentecost was not merely an emotional religious
gathering or an isolated miracle event.

It was:

« the public outpouring of the Spirit,

« the exalted Christ pouring out the promise of
the Father,

» the empowerment of the church,

« and the visible beginning of the church’s
outward mission.

Acts 2 stands as one of the great turning points in
redemptive history.

The Spirit came upon the gathered believers.
The Gospel was proclaimed publicly.

The nations heard the mighty works of God.
And the church stepped into its mission in the
world.

13



Yet Pentecost itself was not the end of the story.

The same Spirit who came at Pentecost would
continue expanding the church outward:

« to Samaritans,
« to Gentiles,
« and eventually to the ends of the earth.

The church at Pentecost was truly born, but it was
not yet fully mature.

Like a child newly brought into the world, the
church would continue growing:

« doctrinally,
« structurally,
e missionally,
» and spiritually

through apostolic teaching and the work of the
Holy Spirit.

14



The Central Themes of This
Cluster

Throughout this study, several major themes
appear repeatedly:

1. Christ Builds His Church

2. The church is Christ’s creation, not man’s
invention.

3. The Spirit Empowers the Church

4. Pentecost flows from the exalted Christ
pouring out the Spirit.

5. The Church Is One Body

6. Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles are
incorporated into one covenant people.

7. Pentecost Is Both Beginning and Expansion

8. The church launches at Pentecost and
expands progressively through Acts.

9. The Gospel Is for All Peoples

10. Pentecost celebrates the nations hearing
the mighty works of God in their own
languages.

11. The Church Is New Creation

12. The Spirit forms a new humanity centered
upon the risen Christ.
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What This Study Will Explore

In the pages ahead, we will examine:

« the relationship between Matthew, John, and
Acts,

« the significance of Pentecost,

« the meaning of Spirit baptism,

» the purpose of tongues,

« the opening of the Kingdom,

« the unity of the church,

« and the church as the beginning of God’s
new creation.

Our goal is not merely to win arguments about
timelines or denominational systems.

Our goal is to see more clearly:
1. what Christ accomplished,
2. what the Spirit inaugurated,
3. and what the church truly is.

The church is not merely an institution.

It is the Spirit-formed people of the risen Christ
sent into the world until He returns.
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SECTION 3

The Big Picture

Promise, Preparation, and Power

Before the church was sent into the world, Christ
prepared His people carefully and deliberately.

The story of Pentecost does not begin in Acts 2.
It stretches backward through:

« Christ’s earthly ministry,

His promises concerning the Spirit,

His death and resurrection,
» and His ascension to the Father’s right hand.

To understand Pentecost correctly, we must see
the larger movement of Scripture.

This movement unfolds in three major stages:
» Promise,
» Preparation,

« and Power.

17



Matthew — Promise

During His earthly ministry, Jesus began openly
speaking about the church He would build.

In Matthew 16, after Peter confessed Jesus as the
Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus declared:

“Upon this rock | will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

— Matthew 16:18

This statement is future-oriented.

Christ does not speak of the church merely as an
abstract idea. He speaks of a people He Himself

will build.

Already the foundation is being laid:

disciples are gathered,
» apostles are appointed,

the Kingdom is proclaimed,
« and authority is entrusted.

Yet the church still waits for something essential.

The Spirit has not yet been publicly poured out.
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The church has not yet been empowered for
worldwide witness.

The promise has been given.
The preparation has begun.

John — Preparation

As Christ approaches the cross, His teaching
concerning the Holy Spirit becomes increasingly
direct.

In the Gospel of John, Jesus repeatedly promises:
« the Comforter,
« the Spirit of truth,
 and the coming presence of God among His
people.

He tells the disciples:

“It is expedient for you that | go away...”
— John 16:7

The disciples do not yet understand why Christ’s
departure could possibly be good.
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But the coming of the Spirit depends upon:

« Christ’s death,
* resurrection,
e ascension,

» and exaltation.

This becomes especially important in John 20.

After His resurrection, Jesus appears to the
disciples and says:

“Receive ye the Holy Ghost.”
— John 20:22

This moment prepares the disciples for what is
coming at Pentecost.

Christ identifies Himself as the source through
whom the Spirit will come. The Spirit is not
disconnected from Christ’s work. The exalted
Christ Himself pours out the Spirit upon His
people.

The church is being prepared carefully:

» taught,
» gathered,
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e commissioned,
« and readied for launch.

The ship is built.
The sails are ready.

But the wind has not yet come.

Acts — Power

Then comes Pentecost.

Acts 2 records the public outpouring of the Holy
Spirit upon the gathered believers.

Suddenly:
« arushing mighty wind fills the house,
» tongues of fire appear,
+ and the disciples proclaim the mighty works

of God.

The church moves from preparation into public
mission.

Pentecost is therefore not merely:
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» a miracle story,
» an emotional religious experience,
» or arandom supernatural event.

It is the public empowerment of the church by the
exalted Christ through the Holy Spirit.

Peter explains this clearly:

“Therefore being by the right hand of God
exalted... he hath shed forth this...”

— Acts 2:33

The ascended Christ pours out the Spirit.

The church launches outward into the world.

One Event, Progressive
Expansion

Yet even Acts 2 is not the final stage of the story.

The Spirit continues expanding the church
outward:

« to Samaritans in Acts 8,
« to Gentiles in Acts 10,
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« and eventually to the nations.

The Gospel moves progressively outward through
one Spirit and one body.

This expansion does not create multiple churches.
It reveals one church:

» one Gospel,

» one Spirit,

» one covenant people,
« under one risen Christ.

Peter’s presence throughout these key moments is
deeply significant. The keys of the Kingdom are
being exercised visibly as the church expands to
all peoples.

Why This Matters

Many Christians struggle with Pentecost because
they isolate Acts 2 from the larger movement of
Scripture.

But Pentecost only becomes fully clear when seen
in relation to:
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« Christ’s promises,

« Christ’s preparation,

« Christ’s exaltation,

 and Christ’s continuing work through the
Spirit.

Matthew gives the promise.
John prepares the disciples.
Acts reveals the public outpouring and launch.

Promise.
Preparation.

Power.

This is the movement that launches the church into
the world.
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Reflection Questions

1. Why is it important to understand Pentecost
within the larger movement of Scripture rather
than as an isolated event?

2. How do Matthew, John, and Acts each
contribute to the story of the church’s
formation?

3. Why did the coming of the Spirit depend upon
Christ’s exaltation?

4. What is the significance of Peter’s statement
that the exalted Christ “hath shed forth this”?

5. How does the movement of Promise,
Preparation, and Power help explain the
relationship between Christ’s earthly ministry
and Pentecost?
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SECTION 4

Christ Prepares His Church

“I Will Build My Church”

One of the most important questions surrounding
Pentecost is deceptively simple:

Did the church exist before Acts 27

Christians have often answered this question too
rigidly in one direction or the other.

Some speak as though the church suddenly
appeared at Pentecost without any prior existence
whatsoever.

Others speak as though Pentecost added nothing
substantially new to the people of God.

The New Testament presents a more careful
picture.

The church did not suddenly appear out of nothing
at Pentecost.
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Yet neither had the church fully entered its Spirit-
empowered New Covenant mission before
Pentecost.

Christ was already gathering and preparing His
church during His earthly ministry.

Pentecost would become its public launch and
empowerment.

Christ Gathers His People

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus repeatedly gathers
a visible people around Himself.

He:

» calls disciples,

» appoints apostles,

« teaches publicly,

» explains the Kingdom,

» exercises discipline,

» and prepares a covenant community
centered upon Himself.

This gathering is not accidental.
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Jesus is deliberately forming a people.

In Matthew 16, after Peter’s confession, Jesus
declares:

“Upon this rock | will build my church...”
— Matthew 16:18

Several things are important here.
First, the church belongs to Christ:
“My church.”
The church is not:

» a human organization,

» a political movement,

» or areligious invention.

It is Christ’s own people gathered under His
authority.

Second, Christ Himself is the builder:

“1 will build...”
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The church ultimately rests upon Christ’s work, not
human ingenuity or institutional power.

Third, the statement is future-oriented.
The church is still being built.

Something important still lies ahead.

The Church Before Pentecost

Even before Pentecost, many realities commonly
associated with the church already exist.

The disciples:

» gather visibly,

» receive instruction,

» observe ordinances,

« submit to Christ’s authority,

» and function as a covenant community.

Jesus even gives instructions concerning discipline
within the gathered assembly:

“Tell it unto the church...”
— Matthew 18:17
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This demonstrates that the church is not merely an
invisible abstraction.

It is a visible gathered people ordered under Christ.

Yet despite all of this preparation, the church still
waits for something essential.

- The Spirit has not yet been publicly poured
out.

- The church has not yet been empowered for
worldwide witness.

- The nations have not yet visibly entered the
covenant community.

- The ascended Christ has not yet poured out
the promise of the Father.

The church exists in preparation.

Why the Church Had to Wait

Acts 1 reveals the disciples waiting in Jerusalem
after Christ’s resurrection.

Why wait?
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Because Pentecost depended upon Christ’s
exaltation.

The Spirit would come:

« not merely after resurrection,

« but after ascension,

« enthronement,

« and heavenly exaltation.
Peter later explains at Pentecost:
“Therefore being by the right hand of God
exalted... he hath shed forth this...”

— Acts 2:33

The coming of the Spirit is therefore deeply Christ-
centered.

Pentecost is not disconnected from Christ’s reign
and priestly work.

The exalted Christ pours out the Spirit upon His
people.

Until this occurred, the church had not yet entered
its public New Covenant mission.
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The Ship in Dry Dock

The image of a ship waiting in dry dock helps
preserve the balance of the New Testament
withess.
Imagine a great vessel:
« constructed carefully,
» prepared intentionally,
« and fully belonging to its maker.
The ship exists.
But it has not yet launched.
That is the church before Pentecost.
Christ gathered the people.
Christ prepared the apostles.

Christ established the foundation.

But at Pentecost, the Spirit filled the sails and the
church launched outward into the nations.

This allows us to affirm two biblical truths
simultaneously:
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1. the church did not suddenly appear without
preparation,

2. yet Pentecost still marks a genuine
beginning.

Christ Continues Building

Even after Pentecost, the church does not instantly
appear in its final mature form.

Acts reveals continued development:

» doctrinally,
« structurally,
» missionally,
« and geographically.

The church grows through:

« apostolic teaching,

« the work of the Spirit,

« suffering,

» proclamation,

» and covenantal expansion.

This is important because many Christians
unconsciously imagine Pentecost as though the
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fully mature church instantly dropped from heaven
in completed form.

But Acts presents the church as living and
growing.

The church at Pentecost was truly born.

Yet like every living thing brought into the world, it
would continue developing toward maturity.

Why This Matters Today

Understanding the church this way protects us
from several errors.

It protects us from minimizing Pentecost as though
nothing truly changed.

But it also protects us from treating the church as
though it suddenly appeared disconnected from
Christ’s earthly ministry.

Most importantly, it keeps Christ at the center.

- Christ gathers the church.
- Christ prepares the church.
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Christ dies for the church.
Christ rises for the church.

Christ pours out the Spirit upon the church.

- And Christ continues building His church
even now.

The church exists because of Him.

And the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
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Reflection Questions

1. Why is it important that Christ says, “I will build
my church”?

2. What aspects of the church already existed
before Pentecost?

3. Why did the church still need to wait for
Pentecost?

4. How does the “ship in dry dock” image help
explain the relationship between Christ’s
ministry and Acts 27

5. How does this understanding keep Christ
central in the doctrine of the church?
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SECTION 5

John 20 and Pentecost

Two Different Moments

One of the most debated questions surrounding
Pentecost concerns the relationship between John
20 and Acts 2.

In John 20, after His resurrection, Jesus appears to
the disciples and says:

“Receive ye the Holy Ghost.”
— John 20:22

Yet in Acts 1, Christ still commands the disciples to
wait in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit:

“Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not
many days hence.”

— Acts 1:5

Then in Acts 2, the Holy Spirit is publicly poured

out at Pentecost.
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How do these passages fit together?

Some Christians treat John 20 and Pentecost as
the same event described differently.

Others minimize John 20 entirely as though
nothing meaningful occurred there.

The New Testament presents a more careful
relationship between the two moments.

John 20 and Pentecost are connected.
But they are not identical.

Christ the Giver of the Spirit

John 20 occurs after the resurrection.

Jesus appears among the disciples and breathes
on them, saying:

“Receive ye the Holy Ghost.”
The imagery is deeply significant.

The breathing recalls:
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« God breathing life into Adam,

« the prophetic imagery of Ezekiel,

« and the theme of new creation running
throughout Scripture.

Christ stands before the disciples not merely as
teacher or prophet, but as the risen Lord through
whom life and the Spirit come.

This moment reveals something essential:

the Spirit comes through the risen Christ.

The Spirit is not disconnected from Jesus’ work.

The exalted Christ Himself pours out the Spirit
upon His people.

This truth becomes central at Pentecost.

Why Pentecost Still Had to
Come

If John 20 fully completed the coming of the Spirit,
then Acts 1 becomes difficult to explain.

After John 20:
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 the disciples still wait,

» the Spirit baptism is still future,

« and Christ still commands them not to
depart from Jerusalem.

Something greater still lies ahead.

Acts 2 therefore cannot merely repeat John 20.

Pentecost marks the public outpouring of the Spirit
connected to:

« Christ’s ascension,

« heavenly exaltation,

« and enthronement at the Father’s right hand.
Peter explains this directly:
“Therefore being by the right hand of God
exalted... he hath shed forth this...”

— Acts 2:33

The Spirit comes publicly because Christ reigns
publicly.
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Preparation and Public Launch

John 20 and Pentecost therefore belong together
within one unfolding movement.

John 20 prepares the disciples.

Pentecost publicly launches and empowers the
church.

In John 20:
¢ Christ breathes,
 the disciples receive,
« and the relationship between Christ and the
Spirit is revealed.
In Acts 2:
the Spirit fills the gathered believers,
the church is publicly empowered,
and the Gospel moves outward into the nations.

These moments are not contradictory.

They are progressive.
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The New Creation Theme

John 20 also introduces an important theological
theme:

new creation.

When Christ breathes on the disciples, the imagery
intentionally echoes Genesis.

Just as God breathed life into Adam, the risen
Christ breathes in connection with the new
creation now arriving through His resurrection.
The church is not merely:

« morally improved humanity,

« religiously organized humanity,

« or spiritually inspired humanity.

The church is the beginning of a new humanity
brought forth through the resurrection life of Christ.

Pentecost then publicly empowers this new
creation people for mission in the world.
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Why the Distinction Matters

Confusing John 20 and Pentecost creates several
theological problems.

If they are completely identical:

» Acts 1 becomes difficult to explain,

» Pentecost loses much of its public
covenantal significance,

» and the connection between ascension and
Spirit outpouring becomes blurred.

But if John 20 is minimized entirely:
« the rich resurrection symbolism is lost,
» the new creation imagery disappears,

« and Christ’s direct relationship to the Spirit is
weakened.

The New Testament preserves both moments
carefully.

John 20 reveals the risen Christ as the giver of the
Spirit.

Pentecost reveals the public outpouring of the
Spirit through the exalted Christ.
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Together they form one coherent movement.

The Church Between
Resurrection and Pentecost

The disciples in this period occupy a unique
transitional moment in redemptive history.

Christ has risen.
Yet the church still waits for:
» public empowerment,
« covenantal outpouring,
« and worldwide mission.
The ship has been completed.
But the wind has not yet filled the sails.

Then comes Pentecost.

And the church launches into the nations.
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Why This Matters Today

Understanding John 20 and Pentecost correctly
helps preserve the Christ-centered structure of the
Gospel story.

The Spirit does not come independently of Christ.

The Spirit comes through:

Christ’s death,

» Christ’s resurrection,

« Christ’s ascension,
and Christ’s exaltation.

Pentecost therefore is not merely about spiritual
experience.

It is about the reign of the risen Christ continuing
His work through the Holy Spirit among His

people.

The church lives because the exalted Christ still
pours out His Spirit.
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Reflection Questions

1. Why are John 20 and Pentecost connected but
not identical?

2. What is the significance of Jesus breathing on
the disciples in John 207?

3. Why does Acts still present the coming of the
Spirit as future after John 20?

4. How does Pentecost connect to Christ’s
ascension and exaltation?

5. How does the new creation imagery help
explain the relationship between resurrection
and the church?
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SECTION 6

The Day of Pentecost

Glory on Display

Pentecost stands as one of the great turning points
in all of Scripture.

The long-awaited promise of the Father arrives.
The exalted Christ pours out the Holy Spirit.
The church launches publicly into the world.
And the nations hear the mighty works of God
proclaimed openly.

Acts 2 is not merely:

« adramatic miracle story,

» an emotional religious experience,

« or the beginning of a denomination.
Pentecost is the public outpouring of the Holy

Spirit through the exalted Christ and the visible
launch of the church’s worldwide mission.

47



To understand Pentecost correctly, we must see
both:

« what happened,
« and why it mattered.

The Waiting Ends

Acts begins with the disciples waiting in Jerusalem
exactly as Christ commanded.

Jesus had told them:

“Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not
many days hence.”

— Acts 1:5

And again:

“Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you...”

— Acts 1:8

The disciples therefore wait expectantly.

Then Acts 2 begins:
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”

“And when the day of Pentecost was fully come...
— Acts 2:1

The waiting period ends.

The promised outpouring arrives.

Wind and Fire

Luke describes the coming of the Spirit using
dramatic covenantal imagery.

First:

“a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty
wind...”

Then:

“cloven tongues like as of fire...”
These signs are deeply significant.
Throughout Scripture:

« wind often symbolizes the Spirit and divine
life,
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« while fire frequently symbolizes:
+ God’s presence,
* holiness,
+ purification,
+ and covenantal manifestation.

Pentecost therefore is not random supernatural
spectacle.

The imagery communicates that God Himself has
come upon His people through the Holy Spirit.

The church becomes the dwelling place of God’s
presence under the New Covenant.

Filled with the Spirit

Acts then declares:

“And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost...”
— Acts 2:4

This marks the public empowerment of the
gathered believers.

The church moves from preparation into mission.
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Before Pentecost:
« the disciples were gathered,
 taught,
» and prepared.
At Pentecost:
« the Spirit fills the church,
* empowers witness,
« and launches the Gospel outward.

The sails are filled.

The ship moves into the world.

The Nations Hear

One of the most important features of Pentecost is
often overlooked.

The miracle is deeply connected to:
proclamation among the nations.

Jerusalem was filled with Jewish pilgrims from
many regions of the world.
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Luke deliberately lists the nations represented
there.

Then the crowds react with astonishment:
“How hear we every man in our own tongue,
wherein we were born?”
— Acts 2:8
The focus falls repeatedly upon:

 hearing,

» language,

» and proclamation.

The mighty works of God are being declared
publicly across the languages of the nations.

Pentecost therefore is not merely inward spiritual
experience.

It is outward Gospel proclamation.

Peter Explains Pentecost

After the crowd gathers, Peter stands publicly and
explains the event.

52



This is crucial.

Pentecost is interpreted:

» not by emotional reaction,
» not by speculation,
» and not by mystical confusion,

but by apostolic proclamation centered upon
Christ.

Peter explains Pentecost through:

« Joel’s prophecy,

« Christ’s death,

» Christ’s resurrection,

« Christ’s ascension,

» and Christ’s exaltation.

Then Peter declares:

“Therefore being by the right hand of God
exalted... he hath shed forth this...”

— Acts 2:33

Pentecost is therefore fundamentally

Christological.
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The exalted Christ pours out the Spirit.

The Spirit’s coming reveals Christ’s reign.

Pentecost and the Kingdom

Pentecost also marks a major moment in the
outward expansion of the Kingdom of God.

The Gospel begins moving visibly beyond localized
expectation toward worldwide proclamation.

The church becomes:

» missionary,

« outward-facing,

« and international from the very beginning.
The nations hearing the mighty works of God at
Pentecost foreshadows the continuing expansion

of the Gospel throughout Acts.

Jerusalem becomes the starting point, not the final
destination.
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The Church Launches

The imagery of launch is important.
Before Pentecost:
¥ the church existed in preparation.
At Pentecost:
¥ the church is publicly empowered and sent.

This is why Pentecost matters so deeply in the
New Testament.

The church is not merely gathered.
The church is commissioned.

The Spirit does not come merely to create private
spiritual experiences.

The Spirit empowers witness.
Acts 1:8 immediately begins unfolding:
« Jerusalem,

e Judea,
« Samaria,
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« and eventually the ends of the earth.

Pentecost launches that mission publicly.

Why Pentecost Matters Today

Pentecost still matters because the church still
depends entirely upon:

« the Holy Spirit,
« the reign of Christ,
« and the proclamation of the Gospel.

The church cannot fulfill its mission through:

¢ human strength,

« organization,

« personality,

 or institutional power alone.

The church lives because the exalted Christ still
pours out His Spirit upon His people.

And the same Gospel proclaimed publicly at

Pentecost continues moving outward into the
nations today.
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Reflection Questions

1. Why does Pentecost stand as a major turning
point in Scripture?

2. What is the significance of the wind and fire
imagery in Acts 2?

3. Why is proclamation among the nations central
to Pentecost?

4. How does Peter explain Pentecost in relation to
Christ’s exaltation?

5. Why is Pentecost connected to the church’s

worldwide mission?
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SECTION 7

Tongues and the Nations

Languages, Glory, and the Gospel

Few subjects connected to Pentecost generate
more confusion than tongues.

Discussions about tongues often become
dominated by:

» denominational controversy,
» personal experience,
» or modern debates disconnected from the

actual text of Acts 2.

But Luke’s emphasis at Pentecost is remarkably
clear.

The miracle of tongues is directly connected to:

the proclamation of the mighty works of God
among the nations.

58



To understand Pentecost properly, we must pay
careful attention to what the text itself emphasizes.

The Nations Gathered at
Jerusalem

Acts 2 describes Jerusalem filled with Jewish
pilgrims from many regions of the known world.

Luke deliberately lists the nations present:

« Parthians,

* *Medes,

» Elamites,

» dwellers in Mesopotamia,
» Cappadocia,
* Pontus,

» Asia,

+ Egypt,

e Libya,

« Rome,

« Crete,

» Arabia,

and many others.

This long list is not accidental.
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Luke wants readers to see the international scope
of the moment.

Pentecost already points outward toward the
nations.

“How Hear We Every Man...”

The crowd responds with astonishment:
“How hear we every man in our own tongue,
wherein we were born?”
— Acts 2:8
The emphasis repeatedly falls upon:
 hearing,
« language,

« and understanding.

Luke explicitly describes recognizable human
languages spoken among the gathered peoples.

The miracle is not presented primarily as ecstatic
speech disconnected from comprehension.
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The miracle is that the mighty works of God are
proclaimed publicly across the languages of the
nations.

This matters enormously for understanding
Pentecost.

The Mighty Works of God

The content of the speech is also important.
The crowd declares:
“We do hear them speak in our tongues the
wonderful works of God.”
— Acts 2:11
Tongues at Pentecost are not presented as:
+ chaotic noise,
« mystical self-expression,
+ or private spirituality.

They function as proclamation.

The mighty works of God are being announced
publicly among the nations.
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Pentecost therefore is deeply missionary and
outward-facing from the very beginning.

Pentecost and the Nations

Some Christians describe Pentecost as a “reversal
of Babel.”

That language can be helpful in limited ways, but it
can also become misleading if pressed too far.

Scripture never presents the existence of multiple
nations and languages as inherently evil.

In fact:
« the nations remain throughout Scripture,
« linguistic diversity remains in Revelation,
« and redeemed humanity still worships God
as peoples and nations.

Pentecost does not erase the nations.

Pentecost announces that the Gospel belongs to
the nations.
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The mighty works of God are proclaimed across
languages rather than confined to one ethnic or
national group.

This is not the destruction of diversity.

It is the outward expansion of the Gospel into the
diversity of the nations.

Tongues as Covenant Expansion

Tongues at Pentecost also function as signs
connected to covenantal expansion.

The Gospel is moving outward beyond localized
expectation toward worldwide proclamation.

The Kingdom of God is no longer centered merely
in one geographic or national focus.

The risen Christ is gathering a people from every
tribe, tongue, people, and nation.

This helps explain why tongues appear at several
major expansion points in Acts:

» Acts 2,
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« Acts 10,
« and Acts 19.

These moments are connected to visible

covenantal expansion as the Gospel moves
outward.

The Priority of Understanding

Acts 2 repeatedly emphasizes understanding.
The miracle astonishes the crowd because:

» they hear,

» they recognize their languages,

« and they understand the proclamation.

This emphasis continues into Paul’s discussion in 1
Corinthians.

Even there, intelligibility remains central in public
worship.

The goal is not confusion.

The goal is edification and proclamation.
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God reveals Himself through meaningful
communication.

Christ at the Center

Most importantly, Pentecost keeps Christ central.
The miracle itself is not the focus.
The proclamation of Christ is the focus.
Peter immediately stands and preaches:
e Christ crucified,
o Christ risen,

Christ exalted,
and Christ reigning.

The tongues serve the Gospel proclamation.

The miracle points beyond itself to the reign of the
risen Christ.

Why This Matters Today
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Modern discussions about tongues often become
disconnected from the missionary and Christ-
centered emphasis of Pentecost.

Acts 2 reminds the church that:

the Gospel is for the nations,
» proclamation matters,

understanding matters,
« and Christ remains central.

The church is not called merely to pursue
experiences.

The church is called to proclaim the mighty works
of God among the nations under the power of the
Holy Spirit.

That mission began publicly at Pentecost.

And it continues today.
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Reflection Questions

1. Why does Luke emphasize the nations
gathered at Jerusalem?

2. What does Acts 2 emphasize about hearing
and understanding?

3. Why are the “mighty works of God” central to
the miracle of tongues?

4. In what way does Pentecost relate to the
nations without erasing diversity?

5. How does keeping Christ central help clarify
the purpose of tongues at Pentecost?
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SECTION 8

One Event, Progressive
Expansion

One of the most important questions in the book of
Acts is this:

How did the church expand from a Jewish
movement into one unified people gathered from

all nations?

Acts answers this question carefully and
progressively.

The church does not splinter into separate
covenant peoples.

Instead, the Holy Spirit progressively incorporates:
+ Jews,
« Samaritans

« and Gentiles

into one Spirit-formed body under the reign of
Christ.
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This progression unfolds publicly through several
major moments in Acts:

» Pentecost in Acts 2,
« Samaria in Acts 8,
« and Cornelius’ household in Acts 10.

These events are deeply connected.

They are not isolated spiritual experiences
disconnected from one another.

Together they reveal:
« one Gospel,
« one Spirit,
» one body,

» and one expanding church.

Pentecost — The Jews

Acts 2 begins in Jerusalem among Jewish
believers.
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The Spirit is poured out publicly upon the gathered
disciples.

The church launches outward into the world.
This moment fulfills:
» the promise of the Father,
» the words of the prophets,
 and Christ’s promises concerning the
coming Spirit.

Yet the expansion of the church has only begun.

At this stage, the visible church remains centered
primarily among Jewish believers.

The Gospel has not yet visibly crossed the major

covenantal boundaries that divided the ancient
world.

Samaria — The Half-Jewish
People

Acts 8 introduces the Samaritans.
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Historically, deep hostility existed between Jews
and Samaritans.

The Samaritans occupied an uncomfortable
position:

» partially connected to Israel,
» yet viewed by many Jews as outsiders and

compromised.

Philip preaches Christ in Samaria and many
believe.

Yet something unusual occurs.

Although they believe and are baptized, the Spirit’s
public coming waits until Peter and John arrive.

Why?

Because Acts is showing visibly that:

Samaritans are being incorporated into the same
church.

This is not a separate Samaritan church.
This is not a rival covenant people.
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The same Spirit publicly unites them into one body.
Peter’s presence matters deeply here.

The keys of the Kingdom are visibly opening wider.

Cornelius — The Gentiles

Acts 10 marks another major turning point.

Now the Gospel crosses openly into the Gentile
world.

Cornelius is:
» a Roman centurion,
« a Gentile,
« and outside the traditional covenant

boundaries of Israel.

Yet while Peter preaches Christ, the Holy Spirit falls
openly upon Cornelius and his household.

The Jewish believers are astonished:

“On the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of
the Holy Ghost.”
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— Acts 10:45

This moment demonstrates publicly that Gentiles
enter the people of God through Christ.

Not through becoming Jews first.
Not through ethnic conversion.

Not through ceremonial separation.
Through Christ.

Again, Peter stands at the center of the moment.

The church is visibly expanding outward under one
Gospel and one Spirit.

One Baptism of the Spirit

These events help explain the broader pattern of
Spirit baptism in Acts.

Rather than many disconnected Spirit baptisms
creating separate peoples, Acts presents:

one great covenantal outpouring

expanding progressively outward.
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The baptism of the Spirit begins publicly at
Pentecost and unfolds visibly through:

o Jews,
« Samaritans,

« and Gentiles.

This is why Peter later connects Cornelius directly
back to Pentecost:

“The Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the
beginning.”

— Acts 11:15

Notice the language:

“at the beginning.”

Peter still treats Pentecost as the foundational
starting point.

Acts therefore presents:
« one church,

» one Spirit,
« and one unfolding expansion.
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One Body in Christ

This progression prepares the way for the later
New Testament teaching concerning:

one body in Christ.

Paul writes:

“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one
body...”

— 1 Corinthians 12:13

Acts shows this reality unfolding historically.

The church expands outward across covenantal
and ethnic boundaries while remaining:

» one people,
e under one Lord,

« through one Spirit.

The Gospel does not create competing covenant
communities.

The Gospel gathers one new humanity in Christ.
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Why Peter Matters

Peter’s recurring presence throughout these
moments is significant.

In Matthew 16, Christ entrusted Peter with the keys
of the Kingdom.

In Acts:

» Peter opens publicly to the Jews at
Pentecost,

« Peter confirms the Samaritans,

« and Peter witnesses the Spirit falling upon
Gentiles.

This does not make Peter a supreme ruler over the
church.

But it does show a visible covenantal progression
unfolding through apostolic witness.

The church expands publicly and orderly under
Christ’s authority.
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Why This Matters Today

Acts reminds believers that the church is not
divided ultimately by:

« ethnicity,

» nationality,

« language,

e culture,

« or historical hostility.

The Spirit gathers one people through Christ.

This unity does not erase diversity among the
nations.

But it does establish a deeper identity rooted in:
» the Gospel,
« the reign of Christ,
 and the work of the Holy Spirit.

The church therefore stands as one Spirit-formed

people gathered from all nations under one risen
Lord.
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Reflection Questions

1. Why are Acts 2, 8, and 10 deeply connected to
one another?

2. Why was Peter’s presence important in these

major expansion moments?

3. What does Acts reveal about the relationship
between Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles in the
church?

4. How does the idea of “one baptism of the
Spirit” help explain the progression of Acts?

5. Why is unity in Christ deeper than ethnic,
cultural, or national identity?
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SECTION 9

No Favoritism in the Kingdom

Cornelius, the Nations, and One
Gospel

One of the greatest turning points in the book of
Acts occurs not at Pentecost, but in the house of
Cornelius.

Acts 10 forces the early church to confront a
question that had remained largely unspoken:

Are Gentiles truly welcomed into the people of God
equally through Christ?

The answer would permanently shape the future of
the church.

The issue was not whether Gentiles could become
religious observers connected loosely to Israel.

The issue was whether Gentiles could enter fully
into the covenant people of God through Christ
apart from becoming Jews.
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Acts 10 answers with unmistakable clarity:
yes.

And the Holy Spirit Himself publicly confirms it.

Cornelius the Gentile

Cornelius is introduced as:

+ a Roman centurion,

« a Gentile,

« and yet a man who fears God and prays
continually.

Even so, he remains outside the covenant
boundaries historically associated with Israel.

At the same time, Peter himself still struggles to
understand the full implications of the Gospel’s

expansion.

This is important to remember.
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The apostles themselves did not instantly grasp
every implication of Pentecost the moment it
occurred.

The church continues growing in understanding
through the unfolding work of God.

Peter’s Vision

Before meeting Cornelius, Peter receives a vision
from God.

A great sheet descends from heaven filled with
animals considered unclean under the Mosaic Law.

Peter hears the command:

“Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.”
— Acts 10:13

Peter refuses, insisting he has never eaten
anything common or unclean.

Then comes the crucial reply:

“What God hath cleansed, that call not thou
common.”
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— Acts 10:15
The vision is not ultimately about food alone.

It prepares Peter to understand something far
greater:

God is opening the covenant people to the
Gentiles through Christ.

The dividing wall is falling.

The Spirit Falls Upon the
Gentiles

When Peter arrives at Cornelius’ house, he begins
preaching Christ.

Then suddenly:

“The Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the
word.”

— Acts 10:44

The Jewish believers are astonished.

Why?
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Because the Spirit is poured out upon Gentiles
openly and publicly.

Luke writes:
“On the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of
the Holy Ghost.”

— Acts 10:45

This moment carries enormous covenantal
significance.

God Himself publicly confirms that Gentiles enter
the people of God through faith in Christ.

Not through ethnic conversion.
Not through ceremonial boundary markers.

Not through becoming Jews first.

Through Christ.

Connected to Pentecost

Peter immediately recognizes the connection
between this event and Pentecost itself.
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Later he explains:

“The Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the
beginning.”

— Acts 11:15

Again Peter points back to Pentecost as:

the foundational beginning.

Acts 10 is not a separate Gentile Pentecost
disconnected from Acts 2.

It is the continued outward expansion of the same
Spirit-formed church.

The Spirit who came upon Jewish believers at
Pentecost now publicly incorporates Gentiles into
the same covenant people.

« One Spirit.

e One body.
» One Gospel.
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No Partiality with God

Peter reaches a conclusion that reshapes the
church permanently:

“God is no respecter of persons.”
— Acts 10:34

This does not mean:
» cultures disappear,
» nations vanish,

» or human distinctions become meaningless.

It means that entrance into the people of God no
longer depends upon:

 ethnicity,
» ceremonial separation,

» or national identity.

Christ Himself becomes the center of the covenant
people.

The church therefore is gathered:

« from many peoples,
« across many languages,
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« into one body through the Spirit.

This fulfills the larger trajectory already visible at
Pentecost.

The Gospel moves outward into the nations.

Unity Without Homogenization

Acts 10 also helps clarify an important truth about
Christian unity.

The Gospel creates:
unity in Christ,

not:

uniformity of culture.

The Gentiles are not required to become Jews
culturally in order to belong to Christ.

Nor are the nations erased.

Scripture consistently moves toward:
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» redeemed diversity,
« not flattened sameness.

Even in Revelation, the redeemed worship God:

from every tribe,
» tongue,

» people,

» and nation.

The nations are not destroyed in redemption.
They are gathered and redeemed under Christ.

This is why Pentecost should not be understood as
the abolition of linguistic diversity.

The Gospel honors the nations even while uniting
them in Christ.

The Church as One New
Humanity

Acts 10 points toward one of the New Testament’s
great themes:

one new humanity in Christ.
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The church is not:
» divided covenant peoples,
« competing ethnic communities,

» or parallel spiritual systems.

The church is one Spirit-formed people gathered
around the risen Christ.

Paul later writes:

“For he is our peace, who hath made both one...”
— Ephesians 2:14

The hostility dividing peoples collapses in Christ.
This does not erase earthly distinctions.
But it does establish a deeper unity grounded in

the Gospel.

The church becomes the beginning of God’s
renewed humanity.

Why This Matters Today

Acts 10 still speaks powerfully to the church today.
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Human beings naturally divide:

» by ethnicity,
e culture,

» politics,

e class,

» language,
« and tribe.

But the Gospel creates a deeper identity centered
upon Christ.

The church must therefore resist:

» favoritism,
partiality,
elitism,

and exclusion.

The Spirit poured out at Pentecost was never
intended for one nation alone.

The Gospel belongs to the nations.
And the church exists as one Spirit-formed people

gathered from every people under the reign of
Christ.
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Reflection Questions

1. Why was Cornelius such an important turning
point in Acts?

2. What did Peter’s vision teach him?

3. Why does Peter connect Acts 10 back to
Pentecost?

4. How does the Gospel create unity without
erasing diversity?

5. What forms of favoritism still threaten the unity
of the church today?
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SECTION 10

The Church and Resurrection
Life

The New Testament does not describe the church
merely as:

» areligious organization,
» a voluntary association,
« or a moral reform movement.

The church is something far greater.
The church is the beginning of God’s new creation
brought forth through the resurrection of Jesus

Christ and formed by the Holy Spirit.

This truth stands behind everything we have
studied so far:

Pentecost,
Spirit baptism,
« the inclusion of the nations,

and the formation of one body.
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The church exists because a new kind of life has
entered the world through the risen Christ.

Resurrection as the Beginning of
New Creation

The resurrection of Jesus is not merely the reversal
of death for one individual.

It is the beginning of a new humanity.
Paul repeatedly describes Christ as:
« the firstfruits,
» the second Adam,

» and the head of a new creation people.

In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul contrasts Adam and
Christ directly.

Through Adam came:
« death,
» corruption,

« and the old creation subjected to futility.

Through Christ comes:
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e resurrection,
. life,
« and the beginning of a renewed creation.

The resurrection therefore is not simply proof that
Jesus is alive.

It is the arrival of the new creation into history.

The Spirit and Resurrection Life

The Holy Spirit applies this resurrection life to the
people of God.

This is why the New Testament repeatedly
connects:

 Spirit,

* resurrection,

e new birth,

» and new creation.

The church lives because the Spirit shares the life
of the risen Christ with His people.

Paul writes:

93



“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature...”
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

The point is not merely improved morality.
The point is:

new origin,

new life,

and new humanity.

The church therefore is not simply humanity
improved.

It is humanity being remade through the risen
Christ.

Pentecost and New Humanity

Pentecost itself reveals this reality visibly.

The Spirit descends upon the gathered believers
and forms them into a new covenant people
centered upon Christ.
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The church becomes:

 Spirit-filled,
» resurrection-shaped,
« and outward-facing.

This is why Pentecost matters so deeply.
Pentecost is not merely:

» emotional empowerment,

» supernatural experience,

 or religious excitement.

It is the public formation of a Spirit-created people
sharing in the life of the risen Christ.

The church becomes the beginning of the new
creation community in the world.

One New Humanity

The inclusion of:

« Jews,
« Samaritans,
« and Gentiles
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within one body reveals the shape of this new
humanity.

The old divisions that fractured humanity are no
longer ultimate.

Paul writes concerning Christ:

“For to make in himself of twain one new man...’
— Ephesians 2:15

The church therefore is not merely:
* many groups cooperating,
or:
» separate peoples loosely associated

together.

The church is one new humanity gathered around
the risen Christ through the Spirit.

This unity does not erase:
» languages,

* nations,
« or earthly distinctions.
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But it does establish a deeper identity grounded in
Christ Himself.

The Church Lives Between Two
Worlds

The New Testament describes believers as living in
tension between:

« the old creation,
+ and the new creation.

The new creation has truly begun.

Christ has risen.
The Spirit has been poured out.
The church has been formed.

Yet the world still groans under:

» death,

» corruption,
 suffering,
» and sin.

Romans 8 describes creation itself waiting for final
renewal.
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The church therefore lives as:
the firstfruits of the coming renewal.

Believers already share in resurrection life through
the Spirit while awaiting the final restoration of all
things under Christ.

The Church as a Sign of the
Coming Kingdom

The church therefore exists as a visible witness to
the future Kingdom of God.

Where the church lives faithfully:

- forgiveness appears,

» reconciliation appears,

» worship appears,

» holiness appears,

« and the life of the coming Kingdom becomes
visible in the present world.

The church does not create the Kingdom through
human effort.
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The church bears witness to the Kingdom already
inaugurated through Christ.

This is why the church matters so deeply in
Scripture.

The church is not merely a support structure for
private spirituality.

It is the visible community of the new creation
gathered around the risen Christ.

Why This Matters Today

Modern culture often reduces Christianity to:
« morality,
 self-improvement,
» political identity,

» or personal fulfillment.

But the New Testament presents something far
greater.

The Gospel announces that through Christ:

a new creation has begun.
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The church therefore cannot be understood merely
as:

e an institution,
« asocial club,
 or a religious preference.

The church exists because the risen Christ has
poured out His Spirit and formed a new humanity

sharing in His resurrection life.

Christians are not merely trying harder to improve
the old world.

They are already participating in the life of the
world to come.
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Reflection Questions

1. Why is the resurrection more than merely the
reversal of death?

2. How does the Holy Spirit connect believers to
resurrection life?

3. What does it mean for the church to be a “new
humanity”?

4. How does the church live between the old
creation and the new creation?

5. Why does this understanding change the way
we think about the church today?
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SECTION 11

Living as the Spirit-Filled People
of God

Pentecost is not merely an event buried in the
distant past.

It is not simply:

« a historical anniversary,
« a denominational controversy,
» or a strange moment in the early church.

Pentecost continues shaping the identity and
mission of the church today.

The same Spirit poured out by the exalted Christ in
Acts 2 still forms, empowers, and sustains the
people of God.

To understand Pentecost rightly is therefore to
understand something essential about:

« the church,

« the Gospel,
« and Christian life itself.
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The Church Still Depends Upon
the Spirit

One of the clearest lessons of Acts is this:

the church cannot fulfill its mission apart from the
Holy Spirit.

The disciples had:

« seen the risen Christ,

» received instruction,

« and been commissioned for mission.
Yet Christ still commanded them to wait.
Why?

Because information alone was not enough.

The church required:

« power,
« life,

boldness,
» and divine presence.

Without the Spirit:
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« there is no true witness,
» no spiritual life,
» and no genuine church.

The church is not sustained ultimately by:
 organization,
» personality,
» politics,
» marketing,
« wealth,

« or institutional influence.

The church lives because the risen Christ pours
out His Spirit upon His people.

The Spirit Creates Unity

Acts repeatedly emphasizes that the Spirit forms:
one body.
The Spirit gathers:

o Jews,
« Samaritans,
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« Gentiles,
« and eventually people from every nation
. into one covenant people under Christ.

This remains deeply important today.
Human beings naturally divide:

« tribally,

« politically,

 culturally,

« economically,

» and ethnically.

But the church is called to display a deeper unity
grounded in Christ.

This unity is not based upon:
« identical personalities,
« identical cultures,
» or identical preferences.
It is grounded in:
» one Lord,
« one Gospel,

» and one Spirit.
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The church therefore must resist:
« favoritism,
o elitism,
» sectarian pride,

» and unnecessary division.

Pentecost reminds us that the Spirit creates one
people from many nations.

The Gospel Is for the Nations

Pentecost also reminds the church that the Gospel
is outward-facing.

The Spirit comes not merely to produce private
spiritual experiences.

The Spirit empowers witness.
At Pentecost, the mighty works of God are
proclaimed publicly among the languages of the

nations.

This remains the church’s calling.
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The church exists to proclaim Christ:

» publicly,
« faithfully,
« and among all peoples.

The Gospel is not the possession of one ethnicity,
nation, culture, or social class.

Christ gathers His people from every tribe, tongue,
people, and nation.

The church therefore must never retreat into:
o tribalism,
 jisolation,

 or cultural superiority.

Pentecost pushes the church outward into the
world.

The Church Is a New Creation
People

Pentecost also reminds believers that the church is
not merely another human institution.
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The church is the beginning of God’s new creation.

The Spirit forms a people sharing in the
resurrection life of Christ.

This means the church should visibly display:

» reconciliation,
* holiness,

» worship,

- forgiveness,
« truth,

» and hope.

The church is not perfect.
Acts itself shows:

» immaturity,

« conflict,

» misunderstanding,

« and ongoing growth.

Yet the church still bears witness to the coming
Kingdom of God.

The church lives as the firstfruits of the world to
come.
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Pentecost and Dependence
Upon Christ

Properly understood, Pentecost keeps the church
Christ-centered.

Acts 2 is not primarily about human spirituality.

Peter explicitly explains the event through:

Christ’s death,

« Christ’s resurrection,
Christ’s ascension,
and Christ’s exaltation.

The Spirit comes because the risen Christ pours
Him out upon His people.

The church therefore never outgrows dependence
upon Christ.

Every generation of believers depends upon:
» the same Gospel,

» the same risen Lord,
« and the same Holy Spirit.
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The church lives only because Christ continues
building His church.

Why Pentecost Still Matters

Pentecost still matters because the church still
needs:

« the Spirit,

» the Gospel,

 unity,

« boldness,

« and dependence upon Christ.

Without Pentecost:
« there is no public launch of the church,
* no Spirit-empowered witness,
« and no visible beginning of the new

covenant people gathered from the nations.

Pentecost stands at the center of the church’s
identity.

The Spirit-filled church continues proclaiming:

« the risen Christ,
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« the Kingdom of God,
« and the mighty works of God among the
nations.

The sails were filled at Pentecost.
And until Christ returns, the church continues

moving outward into the world under the power of
the Spirit and the authority of the risen Lord.
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Reflection Questions

1. Why did the church need the Holy Spirit in
order to fulfill its mission?

2. How does Pentecost challenge division and
favoritism within the church?

3. What does Pentecost teach about the mission
of the Gospel among the nations?

4. In what ways should the church visibly reflect
the new creation?

5. Why does Pentecost keep the church
dependent upon Christ rather than human
strength?
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APPENDIX |

Key Glossary Terms

These brief glossary summaries are included to
help reinforce the major theological concepts
explored throughout this Resource Cluster. Full
expanded definitions and related resources may be
found through the Fireproof Studies glossary.

Pentecost

Pentecost is the public outpouring of the Holy
Spirit by the exalted Christ through which the
church was launched into its Spirit-empowered
mission among the nations.

At Pentecost, the gathered believers were filled
with the Holy Spirit, proclaimed the mighty works
of God, and began the church’s outward witness to
the world.

Key Scriptures

e Acts 2:1-36
« Joel 2:28-32
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e Acts 1:8

Church

The church is the gathered people of God called
through the Gospel and formed into one body
through Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit.

The church is:

« visible,

» covenantal,

Spirit-formed,

and centered upon the risen Christ.

Key Scriptures

« Matthew 16:18
« Acts 2:41-47
» Ephesians 2:19-22

Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the third Person of the Trinity,
coequal and coeternal with the Father and the Son,
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who gives life, forms the church, and applies the
work of Christ to the people of God.

The Spirit empowers:

» witness,
« holiness,
» worship,
» and the life of the church.

Key Scriptures

e John 14:16-17
e Acts 2:1-4
« Romans 8:9-11

Tongues

Tongues are Spirit-enabled speech through which
the mighty works of God are proclaimed across
human languages.

At Pentecost, tongues function as signs connected
to:

» proclamation,
» covenantal expansion,
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« and the Gospel reaching the nations.
Key Scriptures

e Acts 2:4-11
e 1 Corinthians 14:1-19

Baptism of the Spirit

The baptism of the Spirit is the once-for-all
covenantal outpouring of the Holy Spirit by the
exalted Christ through which believers were
incorporated into one Spirit-formed body.

Acts presents this event unfolding progressively
through:

+ Pentecost,
e Samaria,
« and the inclusion of the Gentiles.

Key Scriptures

Acts 1:5
» Acts 2
e Acts 8
» Acts 10
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« 1 Corinthians 12:13

Kingdom of God

The Kingdom of God is the rightful reign of God
established in Jesus Christ, present now wherever
He is trusted and obeyed, and awaiting full visible
completion at His return.

The Kingdom advances through:

« the Gospel,
» the work of the Spirit,
« and the reign of the risen Christ.

Key Scriptures

« Mark 1:14-15
o Luke 17:20-21
* Revelation 11:15

Apostle

An apostle is one sent with delegated authority to
represent and carry out the mission of the one who
sent him.
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The apostles of Christ were uniquely
commissioned witnesses of the risen Lord who
helped establish the church’s doctrinal and
covenantal foundation.

Key Scriptures

» Luke 6:13
« Acts 1:21-26
» Ephesians 2:20

New Creation

New Creation is the work of God through Jesus
Christ by which He brings forth a new humanity
through resurrection life and ultimately renews all
things.

The church is the beginning of this Spirit-formed
new creation people in the world.

Key Scriptures
o 2 Corinthians 5:17

« Romans 8:18-25
« Revelation 21:1-5
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One Spirit, One Body

The church is one covenant people formed through
the Holy Spirit under the reign of Christ.

Acts reveals this unity progressively through the
incorporation of:

o Jews,
« Samaritans,
« and Gentiles

into one Spirit-formed body.
Key Scriptures

* Acts 2

» Acts 8

Acts 10

» Ephesians 4:4-6

1 Corinthians 12:13

The Central Theme of This
Cluster

- Christ builds His church.
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The exalted Christ pours out the Spirit.

The Spirit forms one people from the
nations.

And the church moves outward into the

world proclaiming the risen Christ until He
returns.
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APPENDIX II

Suggested Reading Path

The Launch of the Church Resource Cluster was
designed as an interconnected theological study
system rather than a single isolated article or
lesson.

This guide introduces the major themes of the
cluster, but each section also connects to deeper
study resources throughout Fireproof Studies.
The best way to continue growing in these

subjects is to follow the connected pathways
intentionally.

Step 1 — Begin with the
Glossary

The glossary serves as the doctrinal foundation of
the Resource Cluster system.

Each glossary entry provides:

» core definitions,
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« expanded explanations,

« Scripture chains,

« related doctrines,

« and pathways into deeper study.

For this cluster, begin with these entries:
Recommended Starting Terms

» Pentecost

« Church

» Holy Spirit

» Tongues

» Baptism of the Spirit
« Kingdom of God

» Apostle

« New Creation

These definitions establish the theological
vocabulary used throughout the cluster.

Step 2 — Read the Core Articles

After reviewing the glossary, move into the primary
articles connected to this cluster.
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These articles expand the major themes
introduced throughout this guide.

Recommended Reading Order
Did the Church Begin in Matthew, John, or Acts?

Introduces the central thesis of progressive church
formation.

John 20 and Pentecost: Two Different Moments

Explains the relationship between Christ’s
resurrection ministry and Pentecost.

Peter, Pentecost, and the Keys of the Kingdom

Explores the opening of the Kingdom to Jews,
Samaritans, and Gentiles.

Why the Church Had to Wait

Examines the relationship between Christ’s
ascension and the outpouring of the Spirit.
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The Church at Pentecost Was Not Yet Mature

Explains the continued growth and development of
the early church.

Tongues at Pentecost: Languages, Nations, and
the Glory of God

Explores Pentecost, the nations, and the
proclamation of the Gospel across languages.

Step 3 — Use the Visual
Theology Resources

The visual resources connected to this cluster are
designed to reinforce:

 chronology,

» doctrinal relationships,

» covenantal expansion,

» and theological structure.

These visuals work especially well for:

» personal study,
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« teaching,
« sermon preparation,
Sunday School,

» and group discussion.

Recommended visuals include:

* Acts 2 = 8 — 10 expansion timeline

Matthew — John — Acts progression chart

One Spirit / One Body diagram

Tongues and the Nations map
« One Event, Progressive Expansion diagram

Step 4 — Continue Into Future
Clusters

This Resource Cluster intentionally focuses on:
the launch and formation of the church.

Other major subjects are developed more fully in
future clusters.

Future Resource Clusters will include:

* Mission and Witness
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« Gospel Signs

» Worship

» Church Leadership
« Kingdom of God
« New Creation

» Holiness

» Resurrection
 Justification

» and others.

Each cluster connects to the others through:

» glossary terms,
» Scripture themes,
» and theological relationships.

The goal is to build a coherent and navigable
theological learning system centered upon
Scripture and Christ.

Suggested Group Study Use

This guide may be used:

« individually,
« in family worship,
« in Sunday School,
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« in discipleship groups,
» orin pastoral training settings.

For group use, consider:

« reading one section weekly,

» discussing the reflection questions together,

 reviewing the glossary terms aloud,

» and studying the connected visuals
alongside the text.

The goal is not merely information transfer.
The goal is clearer understanding of:

o Christ,
the church,

the Holy Spirit,
and the mission of God in the world.

Final Encouragement

The book of Acts is not merely a record of ancient
church history.

It is the story of the risen Christ continuing His
work through the Holy Spirit among His people.
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The same Christ who:
» gathered the disciples,
» poured out the Spirit,
» and launched the church at Pentecost
still builds His church today.
Study these truths carefully.
Teach them faithfully.
And remember that the church exists not by
human strength, but by the power of the risen

Christ working through His Spirit among His
people.
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